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It is comforting to be doing something for the brave 
wounded, though at times it is heartbreaking work. 
You asked me to tell you what I think we need most. 
Pyjamas, as many as possible … any amount of 
washers, not knitted ones … toothbrushes and soap 
are very acceptable, but pyjamas by the thousand … 
Books and magazines are of the greatest comfort to the 
wounded men as the poor fellows require something to 
take their thoughts off their awful experiences, and they 
talk and think of them when they have nothing to read .

(Bendigo Advertiser, 8.10.1915)
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In this hospital (Southall), we have all our amputation 
boys. It is so sad seeing them minus limbs but they keep 
wonderfully bright and cheerful. They are just splendid 
when they get their new limbs. They practice until 
they walk perfectly … The arm cases are not quite so 
successful, although the boys who have their arms off 
below the elbow can do everything for themselves. Our 
orderlies here are mostly men who have done their bit. A 
great many have one eye out but they get on splendidly 
with the work. 

(Huon Times, 12.3.1918)
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