
Eleanor Kendall and her brothers
Eleanor Kendall: 

Was the only daughter among seven adult children of 
William and Elizabeth Kendall

Had three brothers who were offi  cers in the Australian Army 
Veterinary Corps and who all survived the war

Enlisted in 1914 while nursing at Crathie Hospital, 118 Gipps 
Street, East Melbourne, under Matron Jessie McHardie 
White, pioneer member of the the Australian Army Nursing 
Service (AANS).
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Some East Melbourne nurses had brothers who served in 
the AIF. They worried about them, and about their cousins, 
brothers’ friends and other ‘boys’ they knew. 

The nurses’ anxiety about family and friends grew as the 
casualties mounted and they witnessed shocking wounds. 

Brothers and sisters sometimes met on leave, in England 
or Egypt or France. Every meeting was precious; there was 
always the risk that each meeting was the last.

Patricia and Martin Blundell
Patricia Blundell:

Was appointed matron of Royal Military College Duntroon in 
1914, a position with poor pay and conditions

Enlisted in the AANS soon after her only brother joined the 
AIF but embarked for Egypt ten days before him in May 1915

Nursed casualties from the Gallipoli campaign where 
Martin fought without injury but was furiously critical of the 
conduct of the campaign

Met Martin several times during the war; they met when 
both were in London in March 1918

In April 1918 received news that Martin had been killed in 
action when shellfi re completely demolished his dugout; 
received news her sister had died a week later

Returned to Australia soon after, and discharged as 
permanently unfi t.

Lyla and Campbell ‘Ginty’ Stewart
Lyla Stewart:

Was the 10th of 12 children born to John and Elizabeth 
Stewart of Kalimbete East near Terang, Campbell (Ginty) 
was the 11th

Was one of four sisters to train as a nurse

Enlisted in mid 1915; Ginty enlisted the following year, aged 
28

Heartbroken when Ginty and his friends from Terang were 
reported missing in action, then dead, in 1917; Lyla and Ginty 
wrote to each other daily

Wrote to her mother ‘They say people get over these things, 
but I never shall’

Relieved weeks later to hear that Ginty and friends had been 
wounded and taken prisoner

Returned to Australia on separate ships, Ginty to a hero’s 
welcome in Terang and Lyla to marry.
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Martin Blundell met his sister Patricia on Lemnos in late 1915, 
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Lyla Stewart and her family, c1905, (family collection)

Lyla Stewart’s anxiety about Ginty’s fate, (Terang Express, 3.7.1917)
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Ginty Stewart (back centre) as a POW in Germany, (family collection)


