Council opposes
sculptures plan

By KATE
UEBERGANG

THEY may honour
Aussie sportin
legends, but the Mel-
bourne Cricket
Club's Parade of
Champions will not
be welcome in the

arkland surround-
ing the MCG.

Two completed bronze
statues — Sir Donald
Bradman and Betty
Cuthbert — are situated
on MCG ground.

But Melbourne City
Council's environment
committee chair, Kate
Redwood, said the coun-
cil would fight moves to
place the remaining eight
in Yarra Park, which it
jointly controls with the
State Government.

Melbourne Cricket
Club would not rule out
a push for parkland
placement, saying it
wanted the statues in "a
regal position".

The Herald Sun has
been given a sneak peak
at the next statue to be
unveiled — footy champ
Ron Barassi.

On September 22 the
larger than life bronze
Barassi will be placed
outside the MCG's gate 8
on the Great Southern
Stand concourse.

Barassi, Bradman and
Cuthbert will be joined
by seven more legends —
cricketer Keith Miller,
footballers Haydn Bun-
ton, Dick Reynolds and
Leigh Matthews; crick-
eters Dennis Lillee and
Bill Ponsford, and sprin-
ter Shirley Strickland
Delahunty.

The 10 statues will all
be in place when the
stadium redevelopment
is completed for the 2006
Commonwealth Games.

Cr Redwood said the
statues' placement was
clearly a major issue.

"We are definitely con-
cerned," Cr Redwood
said. "In this particular
instance we have a park-
land which has a heritage
significance so anything
that either detracts or
alters that is something
which we would treat
with seriousness.

"In my point of view
the parkland should be
maintained in a way
which is green and
uncluttered.”

Larger than life: sculptor Louis Laumen with one of the legs for the Ron

Barassi statue which is based on sketch studies (inset). Picture: JESSICA LEE
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Given the job last May, Laumen is
putting the finishing touches on sta-
tue number three — Ron Barassi.

He said each statue took about four
months to complete, with photo-

aphs and real life models providing
the inspiration.

"There is a bit of negotiating be-

look at an alternative.

"Ron did come into the studio
where I measured him and also
photographed his head from different
angles.

"His face had changed a great deal
over the years but it was still useful."

The statue was being bronzed in
pieces, he said.

""Now we have a bench full of Ron
Barassi body parts. The next stage is
welding them together."

tween the MCC and myself as to how
the person will be depicted," he said.
"There was a photo of Ron Barassi

Cr Redwood said while
the council and the MCC
had met a number of
times to discuss the sta-
tues' placement, there
was no final plan.

"(The MCC) do keep
changing the plans,"
she said.

"We all love our footy
but we do have to pro-
tect parkland.

"You've got to look at
aesthetics and sporting
issues."

Cr Redwood said she
believed bronze statues
were an outdated way
to immortalise the
sports champs.

"These people had ex-
traordinary skill and
grace of movement ... [
think there are better
ways of honouring that."

She said bronze sta-
tues had "a very static
monumental quality,
that we traditionally
associate with the colo-
nialism of the 19th
century ... somehow it
doesn't have that con-
temporary feel."

The Melbourne Cricket
Club said it had not de-
cided the final placement
for the remaining statues.
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tary Peter French said
that the statues' initial
placement would be re-
assessed when the MCG
redevelopment was
finished.

"Once the landscape is
finished there may be a
pocket or an area that
really suits a statue," Mr
French said.

"We want them to have
a regal position.

"We are still in discus-
sions with the City of
Melbourne regarding the
final resting place for our
Parade of Champions."



