
CAPTAIN WILLIAM HOPTON ANDERSON DFC CdeG

Born in Kew, Victoria on 30 December 1891

Grew up at 32 (now 20) Jolimont Terrace, Jolimont 

Attended Melbourne Grammar School, where he was an outstanding student 
and a member of the school’s cadet corps and rifle team

Joined the army immediately on leaving Melbourne Grammar School, and 
granted a permanent commission with the Royal Australian (Garrison) Artillery 

Promoted to Lieutenant in March 1915, and transferred to the Australian Naval 
and Military Force in German New Guinea

Joined the Australian Flying Corps, AIF and given a commission in January 
1916; sent to train as a pilot in England

Flew surveillance missions over enemy lines in France in August 1917 as a Flight 
Commander in the No. 3 Squadron, Australian Flying Corps

Attacked by German forces flying a mission on 21 October 1917; his ‘gallant and 
skilful’ fighting helped him evade the enemy and make it back to base

Ten days later, fought off attack by four German aircraft with another 
Australian plane 

Awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross (June 1919), the Belgian Croix de 
Guerre (July 1919) and mentioned in despatches; recommended for the Military 
Cross

Rose through the ranks of the Royal Australian Air Force between the wars, as 
Wing Commander, Group Captain, Air Commodore and in 1941 Acting Air Vice 
Marshal

Retired from the service in 1946 to his family home at 32 (now 20) Jolimont 
Terrace, Jolimont 

Died in 1975

Commemorated in a stained glass window in Holy Trinity Church, East 
Melbourne, where he had been a vestry member for many years.

Anderson at training camp, Point Cook.   AWM DAAV00020

Supplies dropped into the battlefield by parachute.   AWM E03845
Fighting over Zonnebeke, near Ypres, 4 October 1917.   
NLA.PIC-an23478257

Commanding Officer and Officers of 3 AFC at Bailleul, November 1917.  Captain 
Anderson front row, centre, with legs crossed.   AWM E02765

Recommendation for Military Cross.   AWM 

Members of 3 AFC, fixing bombs to their plane.   AWM  E01176


