CAPTAIN WILLIAM HOPTON ANDERSON DFC CdeG

Born in Kew, Victoria on 30 December 1891
Grew up at 32 (now 20) Jolimont Terrace, Jolimont

Attended Melbourne Grammar School, where he was an outstanding student
and a member of the school’s cadet corps and rifle team

Joined the army immediately on leaving Melbourne Grammar School, and
granted a permanent commission with the Royal Australian (Garrison) Artillery

Promoted to Lieutenant in March 1915, and transferred to the Australian Naval
and Military Force in German New Guinea

Joined the Australian Flying Corps, AIF and given a commission in January
1916; sent to train as a pilot in England

Flew surveillance missions over enemy lines in France in August 1917 as a Flight
Commander in the No. 3 Squadron, Australian Flying Corps

Attacked by German forces flying a mission on 21 October 1917; his ‘gallant and
skilful’ fighting helped him evade the enemy and make it back to base
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ommanding Officer and Officers of 3 AFC at Bailleul, November 1917. Captain
Anderson front row, centre, with legs crossed. AWM Eo02765
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Supplies dropped into the battlefield by parachute. AWM E03845
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Fighting over Zonnebeke, near Ypres, 4 October 1917.
NLA.PIC-an23478257

Ten days later, fought off attack by four German aircraft with another
Australian plane

Awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross (June 1919), the Belgian Croix de
Guerre (July 1919) and mentioned in despatches; recommended for the Military
Cross

Rose through the ranks of the Royal Australian Air Force between the wars, as
Wing Commander, Group Captain, Air Commodore and in 1941 Acting Air Vice
Marshal

Retired from the service in 1946 to his family home at 32 (now 20) Jolimont
Terrace, Jolimont

Died in 1975

Commemorated in a stained glass window in Holy Trinity Church, East
Melbourne, where he had been a vestry member for many years.

7 [M3 WAL 00w YT 191 G&8 B.1723.  FemaW.anp & E % ) i - Date Recommendation passed ferward.  Army Form
o Recelved Passed G'WZ 3:%21.

_ o _ : : - Brigade
- . . Division
2nd Brigade. Divlian. poval plying Gormpa S8  Corps —12th Haroh,|1918. _

Army

Na. Cais o Rank and Name Action for which eammended Recommended H"::“" (To be left
h: ol bl - B B0 1 (Christian sames mast be statod) (Dete and place of sction mest bo satad) by Reward blank)

‘| Aumstraiian During his service with his Squedron in France
Flylng Gorps. Captaln Willlam from 15-9-17 to 28-1-18, he did a mmber of
Srd Squadron Hopton ANDERSON. |successful destructive shoots, and on three
AJF.Ce : different occasions, in spite of serious inter-
ferenss by hoatile seouts, brought the shoot
to & suscessful finish,

On 16-12-17, in company with another R.E.8.

) P1lot (Captain E.J.Jones) he put up a resoluts
- £1ght against six Albatross D.5a. soouts, which
I hwithdrew to their owm lines.

On 6.12.97, while angaged on artillery obser-
cbserver suscessfully engaged a two-seater
D.F.W. Aviatik, which was shot down and cbserved
to orash in Sheet 28.0.36.b, - cbservatlon

.P.A. "

On 3-.10.17, when engaped on artillery
cbzervation with 108th S.B., he was attacked by
e ' 4 Albatross Soouts between MERICOURT and

" | FEUVILLE ST. VAAST. By 000l and capsble flying
he manceuvred for position, and his
cbserver to engage them, After the E.A. -"1.“
.@withdrewn, he contimed cbserving for the ~L
artillery and carried ocut a successful
107 wht1 d on srtillery

On £1.10.17, whils engaged on :
observation, with a 4;25 How. Batiery, and fly- : i
ing over LENS, his machine wag attacked by & o
E.A., who attempted %0 dive on him In successim.
Refusing to diwe away, he successfully main-
tained the unequal fight until, on the approach
of two other R.E.8's of the Squadron, the E.A.

withdrow. The shoot was suscessfully finlshed.
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Recommendation for Military Cross. AWM




